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The Demographic is YOU! 

 

Part 1: The Economy 

 

           If you are a member of CVEC, you are fifty or more years old.  You are a “Senior” 

(sixty-five or older) or a “Baby Boomer” (fifty to sixty-eight).  An increasing number of people 

are both – the first Boomer turned sixty-five in 2011.  One remarkable fact about the over-fifty 

age group is that it controls more than three-fourths of America’s wealth. 

 

 Many more statistics point to the huge influence of this demographic on the economy.  

Boomers and Seniors have a net worth three times greater than later generations.  Boomers’ 

median household income is 55% greater than post-Boomers, and they have an average 

disposable income of $24,000 per year.  The fifty-plus have 42% of all after-tax income in the 

U.S., and own 65% of the net worth of all households. 

 

 So much for income and assets, now for spending: Boomers outspend other generations 

by $400 billion annually on consumer goods and services, and outspend younger adults online 

2:1.  They are more likely to spend money on landscaping and home improvement, and “aging 

in place” remodeling is predicted to comprise 10% of the home improvement industry.  Not 

surprisingly, the over-fifty account for 80% of all luxury travel spending. 

 

 Naturally, marketers are paying attention to this group, as are those who develop and sell 

goods, services and entertainment.  “Marketing to seniors” is a growing field, with business 

experts eyeing the over-65 population, swelling rapidly with more Boomers each year. 

 

 It can be argued that in our consumer-driven economy, Seniors are in the driver’s seat.  

We can expect to see more products, services and technologies that enhance the quality of life 

for those who can afford them.   We may hope that the less prosperous senior (shockingly, 

about one-third of senior households) will also benefit from some of these. 
 

                                   By Kathy Mellstrom 
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          CVEC Class Schedule——Spring, 2014 

                        For Lifelong Learning 

                       The Questing Intellect Never Retires 

                                     March 17—May 9, 2014 

                          (Registration begins  February 18, 2014) 

 

 Title of Class                                                                Professor 

   Time of Class                                                                 Location 

 

 Women and the Holocaust            Bob Craig 

   Monday 9:30-11:30 AM                 Senior Center Rm 106 

Religion and Science:  From Creation to the Apocalypse     Gary Stansell 

   Tuesday 9:30-11:30 AM         Senior Center Rm 106 

How to do History              Jerry Mohrig and Bob Bruce 

   Tuesday 1:30-3:30 PM                   Village on the Cannon 

Managing Difficult Conversations            Helen Preddy 

   Tuesday 1:30-3:30 PM                  Senior Center Rm 106 

The United States and China             Burt Levin 

   Wednesday 9:30-11:30 AM April 2, 16, 23, 30     Village on the Cannon 

Philosophy Before Socrates             Perry Mason 

   Wednesday 9:30-11:30 AM         NRC Fireside Rm 

Great Decisions                Bob Flaten 

   Wednesday 9:30-11:30 AM        NRC Nygaard Theatre 

Henry, Elizabeth and Will              Bill Woehrlin 

   Wednesday 9:30-11:30 AM and 1:30-3:30 PM               Senior Center 106 

Reinhold Niebuhr:  A Voice for Our Times           Richard Crouter 

   Wednesday 1:30-3:30 PM        Village on the Cannon 

The Role of Religion in Public Life             Ed Langerak 

   Thursday 1:30-3:30 PM        3 Links Board Rm, Education Center 

Understanding Evolution              Mary Caroline Henry 

   Friday 9:30-11:30                                                                         Senior Center Rm 103   
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PLEASE NOTE:   An added attraction for 

this spring term will be introductory pres-

entations by two of our teachers. 

     That by Richard Crouter will be on 

Reinhold Niebuhr, on Tuesday,  Feb. 11,  

10:30-11:30 AM,  at the Senior Center,  

Rm. 103. 

     That by Gary Stansell will be on Relig-

ion and Science,  on Wednesday,  Feb. 12,  

10:30-11:30 AM,  also at the Senior Cen-

ter, Rm.103. 

     Longer course descriptions than nor-

mal (Crouter, Langerak, Mason) can be 

found on pages 9 & 10 of this web newslet-

ter. 

 

CVEC course descriptions, Spring, 2014 

1. Bob Craig: Women and the Holocaust 

No course can address the totality of what happened 

to women, men, and children as 

the genocidal campaign of Nazi 

Germany sought to systematically 

destroy the lives of millions.  In-

dividuals and organizations 

within the Nazi regime murdered 

as many as 31,595,000 persons, 

including six million Jews.  Given 

the range of topics that come un-

der the heading of the Holocaust or Shoah (a He-

brew word that means catastrophe), this course will 

limit itself to a discussion of readings that focus on 

women’s voices and experience during the period 

1933-1945, when events led from persecution to ex-

termination. Text: Dalia Ofer and Lenore J. Weitz-

man, editors, Women in the Holocaust (New Ha-

ven, Yale University Press, 1998). 

Bob Craig recently retired as chair of history at St. 

Scholastica in Duluth. He first became interested in 

the Holocaust when he lived with a Jewish family in 

Germany in the 1950s. His main interests recently 

have been on Slovakia and China, with a Fulbright 

to Slovakia and a year teaching in China.  In addi-

tion, he has had a Fulbright to Norway, 2001-

2002.    presov08@gmail.com   

 

2. Gary Stansell: Religion and Science: from 

Creation to the Apocalypse 

How did the world begin, where is it going, how 

might it end? Ancient, traditional cul-

tures explored their understanding of 

these questions by telling stories 

handed on for thousands of years. 

Modern, scientific study, utilizing 

hard data, asks these questions, too: 

same questions, different methodolo-

gies, different answers. But how can 

these two approaches relate to each 

other? Is religion an ally or an enemy of science? An 

enormous amount of scholarly and theological litera-

ture continues to explore and debate the various top-

ics: creation and creationism, the Big Bang, Darwin-

ian theories of evolution, intelligent design, the an-

thropic principle, quantum theory, etc. One debate 

seems to continue unabated: Must public schools 

teach creationism along with scientific theories, or 

“teach the controversy” about origins of the uni-

verse? Another is, “Where might it might all end?”  

If the earth cannot last forever, will pollution hasten 

its end? Or, might a vigorous “theology of creation” 

teach us to be better stewards of the earth, better pre-

serving it for future generations?  Readings in an-

cient Near Eastern myth, biblical creation perspec-

tives, philosophy of science, and theology. Consid-

eration of major figures such as Aristotle, Coperni-

cus, Galileo, Darwin, Richard Dawkins, Barth, 

Moltmann, Ian Barbour.      

Gary Stansell is Professor Emeritus of Religion at 

St. Olaf College.  stansell@stolaf.edu     

 

3. Jerry Mohrig and Bob Bruce: How To Do His-

tory 

Interest in history 

continues to surge 

and books on his-

torical topics are 

often on best-seller 

lists. Historical 

miniseries on tele-

vision are eagerly 

watched. Yet most history these days is not written 

by professional historians. Journalists seem to be 

leading leading the wave. Our course will examine 

the question of how to do history from genealogy 

and archeology to local and perhaps national topics. 

There will be opportunities to share historical inter-

mailto:presov08@gmail.com
mailto:stansell@stolaf.edu
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ests and projects. 

     We will begin with a panel of local historians 

discussing ‘What is History?’ and then we will use 

the Jesse James raid to explore historical interpre-

tation. A number of our classes will involve field 

trips to local libraries, archives, and historical so-

cieties, including the extensive resources of the 

Minnesota Historical Society, to survey what is 

available for our use in historical ventures. 

 

Jerry Mohrig taught at Carleton College for 36 

years and is an emeritus professor of chemistry. 

He has been an amateur historian most of his life. 

After taking degrees in history Bob Bruce became 

a librarian and worked in ten varied library settings 

during his career. jmohrig@carleton.edu   

rkbruce@stolaf.edu 

4. Helen Preddy: Managing Difficult Conversa-

tions 

We tend to avoid every day conversations that 

could lead to an argument or stress.  

This course is designed to give tools 

for communication where there are 

differences of opinion, rather than 

avoiding conversations.  It provides 

a step-by-step approach to having 

those tough conversations with one’s 

friends, relatives, employees, clients 

and professionals in situations less stress and more 

success.  

You will learn how to:  

• Decipher the underlying structure of every diffi-

cult conversations  

• Start a conversation without defensiveness  

• Listen for the meaning of what is not said  

• Stay balanced in the face of attacks and accusa-

tions  

• Move from emotion to productive problem solv-

ing 

Whether used to rebuild a conversation that “went 

badly” or to work through a misunderstanding, the 

course introduces listening and speaking tech-

niques that can give more depth and reasoning for 

one’s statements.  The text and the course use 

studies in organizational behavior, cognitive thera-

pies, social psychology, and communication the-

ory. 

 

Text:  Difficult Conversations by Patton, Heen and 

Stone, 2000 by Penguin (Non-Classics) (first pub-

lished 1999) 

Helen Preddy is an attorney who has been a me-

diator since 1989.  She has mediated corporate dis-

putes, family business disputes, medical malprac-

tice issues; and since 2005 has been recognized 

nationally as a mediator on clergy sex abuse 

claims.  She is currently involved in clergy, coach 

and BSA sex abuse claims.  She also teaches Me-

diation Skills and Conflict Resolution courses 

throughout the country.   

Helen@usam-mn.com 

 

5. Burt Levin: The United States and China 

(Four weeks: April 2, 16, 23, and 30) 

The U.S.-China relationship has 

been marred by misperceptions, 

unfulfilled expectations, and emo-

tionalism resulting in dramatic 

swings in the way the two nations 

have viewed each other.  China’s 

impressive economic growth over 

the past three decades has resulted 

in a more active and assertive Chinese role on the 

international scene.  How the United States and 

China relate to each other under these changing 

circumstances will have a great bearing on the fate 

of both nations and on the global order. 

 Probably to a greater extent than any other 

nation, with China the past weighs heavily on the 

present.  This course will provide a historical per-

spective in the hope of gaining a greater under-

standing of the current state of affairs. 

 

Burt Levin has served the State Department as 

Foreign Service Officer in Indonesia and Taiwan, 

as Consul General in Hong Kong, as Deputy Chief 

of Mission in Thailand, and (1987-90) as Ambas-

sador to Burma.  After retiring from the Foreign 

Service, Ambassador Levin headed the Hong 

Kong Office of the Asia Society.  He is a visiting 

professor of Asian Affairs at Carleton College.  

burtlevin@comcast.net 

 

mailto:jmohrig@carleton.edu
mailto:rkbruce@stolaf.edu
mailto:Helen@usam-mn.com
http://comcast.net/
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6. Perry Mason: Philosophy Before Socrates 

Most educated persons know that Western philoso-

phy burst into full flower in the late fifth century 

and the fourth century BCE in the brilliant intellec-

tual careers of Socrates (470-399), Plato (429-348), 

and Aristotle (384-22).  Less well known is that this 

blossoming was preceded by nearly two hundred 

years of serious, inventive philosophy in Greece. 

In this course we will look at the phi-

losophical perspectives, reasoning, 

and conclusions of the major thinkers 

of this two hundred year tradition.  

None of their public writings has sur-

vived intact to our time.  Instead, we 

have only snippets, usually quota-

tions or summaries in others’ writ-

ings about them, universally designated as 

“fragments.”  In their entirety, these fragments 

comprise fewer than 170 pages in the edition to be 

used in this course.  But in them we will find the 

first Western theories of matter, the first philoso-

phical theology, an early theory of the evolution of 

life forms, and the first atomic theory of matter, as 

well as paradoxical arguments that motion, change, 

and even multiplicity are impossible in the real 

world.  See longer description on line. 

 

Perry C. Mason is a Professor of Philosophy 

Emeritus at Carleton, where he taught philosophy 

of religion and ancient Greek philosophy for over 

thirty years. pmason@carleton.edu 

 

 7. Robert Flaten: Great Decisions 

CVEC is one of 65 groups in Minne-

sota sponsoring the study of "Great 

Decisions". a program of the national 

Foreign Policy Association coordi-

nated by the Minnesota International 

Center.  Every year over 9,000 Min-

nesotans study issues selected by the 

Foreign Policy Association as signifi-

cant for US interests. This year's is-

sues are: Defense Technology.  Israel.  Turkey.  

Islamic Awakening.  Energy Independence.  Food 

and Climate.  China's Foreign Policy.  U.S. Trade 

Policy. 

     A brief text will be available covering each 

of the topics , ten or twelve pages with bibliogra-

phy, not required, but useful for about $20.  Discus-

sions will be led by Ambassador Robert Flaten, 

with key additions by other former diplomats and 

professors. 

 

Robert Flaten served as the American Ambassador 

to Rwanda from 1990 to 1993. He retired from the 

Foreign Service in 1994 after assignments in 

France, Pakistan and Israel and the State Depart-

ment in Washington. He is past Chair of the Execu-

tive Committee of the Nobel Peace Prize Forum, 

Ambassador in Residence at St. Olaf College and 

Vice President of the United Nations Association of 

Minnesota.  He was recently elected to the Ameri-

can Academy of Diplomacy.   

robertflaten@charter.net 

 

8 & 9.  Bill Woehrlin: Henry, Elizabeth, and 

Will (two sections) 

For the first hour of each class, I will attempt to 

give a demonstration of how a down but not yet out 

historian can make sense of a chunk 

of English history ( the Tudor pe-

riod, 1485-1603). In the second hour 

the class will discuss chapters of a 

fascinating book by Stephen Green-

blatt, WILL IN THE WORLD. 

Greenblatt is a devotee of a kind of 

history writing called "the new historicism," which, 

in contrast to other writers about great persons, 

tends to emphasize the environment that produces 

greatness. Shakespeare is a perfect subject because, 

apart from the legacy of his works, very little is 

known about his life. And Greenblatt knows a great 

deal about Elizabethan England--everything from 

witchcraft to the London theater scene. 

Bill Woehrlin is Professor of History Emeritus at 

Carle-ton College, where he taught Russian and 

European history.  wwoehrli@carleton.edu 

 

10. Richard Crouter: Reinhold Niebuhr: A 

Voice for Our Times  

Fresh interest in the 20th-century Protestant theolo-

gian and political thinker Reinhold Niebuhr (1892-

1971) has arisen amid a set of shock waves 

unleashed since 9/11: American hubris in launching 

the Iraq war, ongoing debates regarding American 

leadership in the world, plus a flattening of the U.S. 

mailto:pmason@carleton.edu
mailto:robertflaten@charter.net
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economy that affects all but the super rich. The 

course will look at this "Niebuhr revival" through 

the chapters of my book Reinhold Niebuhr: On 

Politics, Religion, and Christian 

Faith (2010) alongside Niebuhr’s 

1952 title, The Irony of American 

History (re-issued with an Intro by 

Andrew Bacevich, 2008) and other 

shorter pieces. Topics to be ex-

plored include his appeal to secu-

larists as well as to believers and 

the ways that his legacy plays out on the political 

left as well as on the right. My aim is to make 

Niebuhr accessible to all who wish to explore his 

ideas.  See longer description on line. 

 Richard Crouter taught the history of Christian 

theology at Carleton for thirty-six years. In addi-

tion to Niebuhr, his special interests include the 

thought of Friedrich Schleiermacher and Søren 

Kierkegaard. rcrouter@carleton.edu 

 

 

11. Ed Langerak:The Role of Religion in Pub-

lic Life 

This class will examine issues such as: What is 

meant by the separation of church and state?  

How can we honor both the “free exercise of re-

ligion” clause in the first amendment and also the 

“no establishment of religion” clause?  What is 

toleration and how might one justify tolerating 

what one is firmly convinced is a grievous 

abomination?   What can justify coercive legisla-

tion when not every one agrees on 

what is and is not tolerable?  What 

is pluralism?  What sort of re-

straints on religious arguments 

might be appropriate in the poli-

tics of a pluralistic society?  When 

should a democratic society ac-

commodate the beliefs and prac-

tices of groups whose outlooks are regarded as 

irrational and perhaps oppressive by the major-

ity?  Should there be “conscientious objection” 

accommodations in, say, health insurance for 

those who object to abortion or birth control?  

See the longer description on line. 

Ed Langerak is Professor Emeritus of Philoso-

phy at St. Olaf College, where he taught for 40 

years, including in The Great Conversation pro-

gram.  langerak@stolaf.edu 

 

12. Mary Caroline Henry:  Understanding 

Evolution 

What does "evolution" mean?  By what mecha-

nisms does it occur?  Why has it been so contro-

versial?  How did the theory of evolution make 

biology into a true science? In this course we will 

explore these questions.  We will see how genetic 

inheritance provides the foundation for evolution-

ary change.  We will understand how the theory 

of evolution unites observations from many dif-

ferent areas of biology and how these observa-

tions provide evidence for evolu-

tion.  Perhaps more importantly, 

we will see how this theory 

forms the basis for testable hy-

potheses about living things.  

And finally, we will consider the 

possible conflict between current 

evolutionary thought and reli-

gious belief. 

Mary Caroline Henry was educated at Swarth-

more College and the University of Pennsyl-

vania.  She taught high school biology at a girls' 

school in Cairo and basic biology at a women's 

college in Tehran.  She has taught ethnology and 

neurobiology at Carleton and animal physiology 

and neuroscience at St. Olaf, as well as introduc-

tory biology courses at both colleges. marycaro-

linehenry@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rcrouter@carleton.edu
mailto:langerak@stolaf.edu
mailto:marycarolinehenry@yahoo.com
mailto:marycarolinehenry@yahoo.com


 7 

 7 

 

 

CANNON VALLEY ELDER COLLEGIUM 

Registration Form 

2014 Spring Term Classes 
March 17 – May 9, 2014 

 

 
 

 
Registration Begins February 18, 2014 

Complete the form below and bring or mail to: Cannon Valley Elder Collegium, 

Northfield Senior Center, 1651 Jefferson Parkway, Northfield MN 55057 
 

Include course fee of $50.00 ($30.00 for The United States 

and China course), or check the financial assistance box.  

Books, printed materials, and travel when specified for a 
class, are extra and optional. 
 

Name (A) _______________________________________ 

Name (B) _______________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________ 

City / ZIP_______________________________________ 

Telephone ______________________________________ 

E-mail (A) ______________________________________ 

E-mail (B) ______________________________________ 

    (Email addresses to be used only for CVEC activities) 
 

Check if you need financial assistance   ____ 

Check if this is your first CVEC class    ____ 

Included is a tax-deductible gift of  ___________ 
 

Those who feel able are invited to include a tax-

deductible contribution.  Actual expenses incurred by 

CVEC per course registration average about $65.   
Because many volunteer their time, our administrative 

costs have always been minimal.  The difference between 

CVEC’s tuition revenue and total cost has been bridged by 
member contributions and grants. 
 

Register Early to Avoid Being Disappointed 
 

    All registrations must be accompanied by a check 

unless financial assistance has been requested.  A 

registration box will be available at the Northfield Senior 
Center before February 18, 2014. If you must mail your 

registration, send it early enough to arrive by February 18.  

All registrations received by the end of the first day (Feb. 
18) will be treated as arriving at the same time, and 

random selection will be used to fill courses if necessary.   

     Please register by March 7, 2014.  If the class for 
which you register is oversubscribed, you will be notified 

immediately so you may register for another class.  

Confirmation of registration will be sent by email or post 

card after March 7; sooner if a class fills.  
     Class availability and enrollment numbers will be 

updated periodically on the web page: www.cvec.org. The 

Registration Book at the Senior Center also provides 
information on class enrollment. 

For class selection, indicate person A, B, or both. 

_____   Women and the Holocaust 

_____   Religion and Science 

_____   How to do History 

_____   Managing Difficult Conversations 

_____   The United States and China  ($30 tuition) 

_____   Philosophy Before Socrates 

_____   Great Decisions 

_____   Henry, Elizabeth, and Will  (AM) 

_____   Henry, Elizabeth, and Will  (PM) 

_____   Reinhold Niebuhr 

_____   Role of Religion in Public Life 

_____   Understanding Evolution 

 

  Check if you wish to receive registration confirmation by 

postcard, not email.  _____  (Email saves printing & postage.) 

 

Cannon Valley Elder Collegium Goals 
Our Purpose: 

 To provide a content-oriented study experience for elder 

students with senior faculty. 

Our Program: 

 CVEC focuses on a desire for life-long learning 

 The courses of study are selected to provide rich 

academic experiences in the liberal arts 

 Most of these studies will take a seminar format with 
learners actively participating in research and dialogue 

 CVEC welcomes younger registrants (under 50) on a 
seat-available basis 

 Previous formal education is not a requirement 

Our Policies: 

    Most classes will meet 8 times, once/week 

    Classes are 2 hours/session 

    Financial assistance is available for registrants who 
cannot afford the fee (Check above) 

    Students may withdraw from a course before the 2nd 

class meeting and request a refund 
 

 

Questions concerning registration should be directed to: 

     Dale Sommers, Operations Director         

     101 St. Olaf Ave  #212, Northfield, MN 55057 

     507-645-8673       d.sommers@charter.net 
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                                                                                                                                                                 Non-Profit Organization 

                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                       U.S. Postage Paid                                                                                                                        

                                                      Northfield, MN  55057 

                                                                   PERMIT # 51 

                                    

                                              Change Service Requested 

Cannon Valley Elder Collegium 

1651 Jefferson Parkway 

Northfield, MN  55057 

 

CVEC is a non-discriminatory 

            Organization 

From the Director: 

 

From time to time we hear reports of Elder Collegium students who struggle with hearing problems in our 

classes.  One person last fall was ready to drop a course out of frustration—until someone suggested that the 

instructor try the microphone that was sitting unused in a corner.  This is a situation that’s been lurking in the 

background for some years, and the Board has recently decided that it’s time to face it directly.  A small 

committee is in the process of evaluating the extent of these problems and then exploring and recommending 

any technological aids that may prove useful (and affordable).  If you or someone you know has, or has had, 

hearing difficulties in our classes, I’d appreciate knowing about it (rnoer@carleton.edu).  We’d be particularly 

interested in learning about potential or former students who simply don’t enroll because they judge their 

hearing impairment too great. 

 

A different group is looking at the technology available to everyone in our classes.  To be sure, many classes 

need only tables and chairs (and engaged students), but there are others where things like DVDs, computer 

projection, internet connections, and music clips play an important role.  We own some of the needed 

equipment ourselves, but are continually thankful that our affiliate organizations are often able to help when we 

hold classes at their facilities.  For everyone, it’s a continual struggle—sometimes technically, sometimes 

financially—to keep complex apparatus operating and up-to-date. 

 

Looking ahead, be sure to put Sunday, May 4 on your calendar—our annual membership meeting, open to all 

who claim a connection with the Elder Collegium.  This is when we elect new Board members, reflect on the 

past year, and look forward to the program of the coming one.  It’s always a joyous occasion, and a great way to 

join with old and new friends. 

 

Rich 
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                                                                                                                                                                 Non-Profit Organization 

                                                                                                                                                    

 

 

Longer description for Crouter’s course on Niebuhr 

Fresh interest in the 20th-century Protestant theolo-

gian and political thinker Reinhold Niebuhr (1892-

1971) has arisen amid a set of shock waves 

unleashed since 9/11: American hubris in launching 

the Iraq war, ongoing debates regarding American 

leadership in the world, plus a flattening of the U.S. 

economy and income disparity that affects all but 

the super rich. The course will look at this "Niebuhr 

revival" through the chapters of my book Reinhold 

Niebuhr: On Politics, Religion, and Christian Faith 

(2010) alongside Niebuhr’s 1952 title, The Irony of 

American History (re-issued with an Intro by An-

drew Bacevich, 2008) and other shorter pieces. 

Topics to be explored include his appeal to secular-

ists as well as to believers and the ways that his leg-

acy plays out on the political left as well as on the 

right.  

 

Among the issues and questions that come up as we 

encounter Niebuhr’s legacy:  What is behind the 

revival of interest in this 20th-century Protestant 

thinker?  How does he view human nature and the 

course of human history? Why are optimism and 

pessimism inadequate ways of understanding our 

human prospects?  Why does Niebuhr’s pithy lan-

guage point us to paradox and irony in our efforts 

to grasp the human condition? How does Niebuhr 

draw insight from St. Augustine, Luther, and 

Kierkegaard, not to mention a host of other literary 

and philosophical figures? What sort of Christian 

mind had so much impact on secular opinion-

makers in 20th-century America? In the midst of all 

this, we will also examine how all of this relates to 

Barack Obama, who famously told David Brooks in 

2007 that Niebuhr was his favorite philosopher.   

 

Once things get underway in Spring 2014 I will 

provide supplemental handouts and/or web-based 

suggestions for further reading on Niebuhr. Sound 

clips of Niebuhr speaking and preaching are avail-

able as well as other optional materials — for those 

with time on their hands or special interests that 

they wish to pursue.  

 

As you ponder taking this CVEC course Niebuhr’s 

name and perspectives continue to surface in the 

news. You will be encouraged to keep track of 

“Niebuhr citations” and “uses of his name” and to 

share these with the class. NPR’s radio program 

“Speaking of Faith,” which is now called “Krista 

Tippett on Being,” is an excellent Niebuhr web re-

source that includes an interactive timeline, audio 

clips, and interviews with contemporaries and 

scholars, including his daughter, Elisabeth Sifton.  

If you go to the website being.org and type in 

“Niebuhr” you’ll discover a host of Niebuhr links 

that can serve to prepare for this course or to follow 

it up with additional reading and study tips.  

 

My aim for students in this CVEC course is to cre-

ate intellectual space to encounter Niebuhr in his 

own world and amid the ongoing thorny issues of 

the 21st century.  

 

Longer description for Langerak’s course on The Role of 

Religion in Public Life 

Recommended readings will include news reports, 

popular commentaries, political debates, and some 

excerpts from philosophers, including from 

Langerak’s forthcoming book on Civil Disagree-

ment: Personal Integrity in a Pluralistic Society.  

The main points of the readings will be summarized 

in class.  The tentative weekly schedule: 

1. What are the main issues?  Why is Rick Santo-

rum so upset at John F Kennedy’s speech on the 

separation of church and state?  How should the 

First Amendment be interpreted? 

2. Types of pluralisms, including moral pluralism, 

religious pluralism, and perspective pluralism.  Re-

lationship between pluralism and relativism. 

3. Understanding what toleration is and is not.  

What is its history and what types of arguments can 

be given for and against it. 

4. What is the relationship between religion 

(theology) and morality (ethics)?  Are there any 

universal or, at least, common values? 

5. What are the justifications for coercive legisla-

tion?  Which sins, if any, should be legislated 

against? 

6. The “religion in the public square” debate.  

Should conscientious citizens restrain themselves 
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from using  (at least some kinds of) religious, theo-

logical, or scriptural arguments in political debates 

about candidates or legislation? 

7. Accommodating minority outlooks and dissident 

groups.  We will be joined by political scientist 

Doug Casson to discuss past and present debates 

about conscientious objection to public policies, in-

cluding educational and health care policies. 

8. Remaining issues.  Types of civil and uncivil dis-

agreements.  Appropriate and inappropriate compro-

mise in political and other types of disagreements. 

 

 

Longer description for Mason’s course on Philosophy Before 

Socrates 

In addition to the topics mentioned above, we will 

find some strange, perhaps even bizarre theses.  For 

example, that everything in the universe is made of 

water, or that everything is always changing and 

nothing whatsoever is stable, or that everything is 

stable and change is a mere illusion.  Our aim will 

be to elucidate what these claims come to, what rea-

sons were or may have been behind them, what im-

plications they may have had, and how subsequent 

philosophers in this tradition dealt with them. 

The fragments of the pre-Socratics are available in 

several inexpensive, useful translations.  To pro-

mote easy cross-referencing in discussion, the rec-

ommended edition is A Presocratics Reader, edited 

by Patricia Curd & Richard D. McKirahan, SEC-

OND EDITION (Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing 

Co., 2011).  Using this version of the fragments, we 

will work through the pre-Socratic philosophical 

tradition in roughly chronological order.  “Working 

through” the material will consist of reading the 

texts in advance of class and then having structured 

discussions in class.  Lectures will be minimal—few 

and far between, short and (hopefully!) sweet.    

 

 

………………………………………………………

…………………. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


