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Setting Up a New Term – The Inside Story  by Rich Noer

Recently I’ve been asked how we come up with a new schedule of courses each term. 
Details vary from term to term, but the process has been pretty stable through recent 
years. If you’re interested, read on. I’ll use names of current people involved, but for 
the most part we’re following a routine that has been in place for a while. 

1. Well in advance, the Curriculum Director, currently Perry Mason, comes up with a 
wish list of prospects and courses. Some of these are known instructors who have 
taught with us before (in some cases many times) and, if their student evaluations were 
good, Perry asks them if they have ideas about another course. Others might be new to 
us; they would have been suggested by Curriculum Committee members, by past 
students in their course evaluations, or in casual encounters with Elder Collegium 
members who pass them on to Perry. Some simply contact Perry out of the blue with a 
course proposal. 

2. Early in the preceding term, Perry contacts any instructors on his list whom he 
doesn’t already know, to discuss their proposed course and make sure they understand 
our program and members. If they look promising, he asks for a formal proposal 
(essentially, a draft of the kind of description we’re used to seeing on the website and 
in the newsletter, including a class-by-class schedule and information about textbooks 
or other supplementary materials). At the same time, he asks for a similar proposal 
from known instructors who have volunteered to teach in the term being organized. 

3. Then the Curriculum Committee meets, to discuss the proposals and identify 
questions or potential problems. Perry and the individual instructors edit and perfect 
the proposals which are then presented for final approval at a Curriculum Committee 
meeting. (Curious about who serves on the committee? Click the “Board/Staff List” 
tab near the top of any cvec.org page.) 

4. Perry next arranges days, times, and venues for the approved slate of courses, and 
sends a final draft of all the information to the newsletter/website editor, currently me, 
and to the Registration and Finance Director, currently Bill Rizzo. Together, Bill and I 
prepare the registration forms and schedules, producing what prospective students see 
on our website and in our newsletter. 

Then we all sit back and wait to see how you, Elder Collegium members, react by your 
registrations! Sometimes we’re surprised (a course everyone thought would have 
strong enrollment enrolls only modestly, or vice versa), but usually the surprises are in 
the positive sense.  

Have you ever thought about a course you might teach?  Get in touch with Perry! 

———————————————————————————————————— 
The Dekker Fund

We are excited to announce the receipt of the largest gift in the Elder Collegium’s 
22-year history.  Quite unexpectedly, we recently received a message from Philip 
and Jennifer Ebeling announcing their intent to donate stock valued at approxi-
mately $20,000, on behalf of Jennifer’s parents Bill and Maribeth Dekker.  The 
Dekkers, commuting from their home in Savage, have taken a remarkable 17 of our 
classes in the past 3 years, and Phil writes about “how much they enjoy being part 
of the CVEC community”.  At its meeting on January 16, the Elder Collegium 
Board expressed their thanks by using this gift to create a “Dekker Fund for 
Technology Related Classroom and Teaching Needs”, that will help us deal better 
with this expensive aspect of our operations.  Our thanks go out to the Ebelings and 
Dekkers for this generous vote of confidence in the Elder Collegium. 



                                              CVEC Class Schedule — Spring 2019 

For Lifelong Learning 
A Questing Mind Never Retires  

March 25 – May 17, 2019 

(Registration processing begins March 4) 
 

 
Title of Course Instructor  

Time of Class Location                                         

Searching for Reality – Faith or Science Richard Maus 
8 Mondays, 9:30-11:30 (Limit 18) Mill City Senior Living, Faribault 

 
The American Musical Theatre Gary Gisselman 

8 Mondays, 1:30-3:30 (Limit 20) Village on the Cannon 

 
An American Architecture – F. L. Wright, Craftsman, Prairie School Barbara Evans 

7 Tuesdays (April 2–May 14), 9:30-11:30 or noon (Limit 18) Kildahl Park Pointe 

 
Shakespeare’s Hamlet – Betrayal and Self-discovery Cheryl Freund 

8 Tuesdays, 9:30-11:30 (Limit 12) Faribault Senior Living 

 
Dostoevsky's The Brothers Karamazov Bill Woehrlin 

8 Tuesdays, 2 sections: 9:30-11:30 and 1:30-3:30 (Limit 20 each section)  Village on the Cannon 

 
The Seventh Art – France Goes to the Movies Dana Strand 

8 Wednesdays, 9:30-11:30; weekly screenings on Mondays at 1:30 (Limit 18) FiftyNorth 106 

 
The Literature of Northern Ireland, 1966-98 Jim McDonnell 

8 Wednesdays, 1:30-3:30 (Limit 25) FiftyNorth 106 

 
Great Decisions 2019 Robert and Sharon Flaten 

8 Thursdays, 9:30-11:30 (Limit 36) Village on the Cannon 

 
Local Municipal Government Rhonda Pownell 

8 Thursdays, 1:30-3:30 (Limit 25) Village on the Cannon 

 
Sherpas – Now and Then, Here and There Jim Fisher 

8 Fridays, 9:30-11:30 (Limit 18) FiftyNorth 106 

 
Athens and Eden – The Histories of Faribault and Northfield Logan Ledman & Sam Temple 

8 Fridays, 3:00-5:00 (Limit 20) Buckham West (formerly Faribault  

Senior Center) 

 
 
 

Our Purpose: 
To provide a content-oriented study experience for elder students with senior faculty. 

 

Our Program: 
• We focus on a desire for life-long learning 

• The courses of study are selected to provide rich 

academic experiences in the liberal arts 

• Most of these courses are informal, with learners 

actively participating in discussion. 

• We welcome younger registrants (under 50) on a  

seat-available basis 
• Previous formal education is not a requirement 

 

Our Policies: 
• Class size is generally limited to 18 

• Most classes meet 8 times, once/week 

• Classes are 2 hours/session 

• Financial assistance is available for registrants who 

cannot afford the fee 

• Students may withdraw from a course before the 2nd 

class meeting and request a refund 
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Course Descriptions, Spring 2019 
More information on most courses, including schedule and 
recommended books, can be found online as indicated at 
the end of the description. 

Richard Maus: Searching for Reality – Faith 
or Science 
8 Mondays, 9:30-11:30 
Mill City Senior Living, Faribault 
Enrollment limit: 18 

Humanity has claimed two ways to gain knowledge of 
reality – Faith or Science. On topics in which the two paths 
have disagreed in the last few centuries, science has gained 
credibility, but the battle/competition continues. Evolution is 
the most dramatic example today of the competition 
between faith and science. 

The course begins with a clarification of faith and of 
science, and then moves to an examination of topics in 
science, religion, the Bible, Christianity, Catholicism, and 
baseball. There will be a short reading assignment each 
week, some from the instructor’s book Faith Enterprise, 
and some from duplicated material. The class is designed 
to be simple, factual, objective, and accessible to all, one 
in which participants will have the opportunity to learn 
new facts and draw new conclusions. Those who are 
religious will end the journey better informed about their 
faiths. And those who are “spiritual but not religious” will 
learn more about the underpinnings of modern 
Christianity. 

For further information, go to cvec.org/Maus 
Richard Maus’s 14 years of parochial 
Catholic education were followed by a 
university education with degrees in 
physics and mathematics, and then a 30-
year career teaching math, physics, and 
computers at the secondary and 
collegiate levels. His faith and science 
background came together in retirement 
in a book he recently released, Faith 
Enterprise: Making Mysteries and 

Miracles Vanish. A survivor of childhood polio, he has 
also published Lucky One: Making It Past Polio and 
Despair. He has co-owned a computer software company 
and has taught a previous Elder Collegium course on 
computers. 
ramaus@gmail.com 

Gary Gisselman: The American Musical 
Theatre 
8 Mondays, 1:30-3:30 
Village on the Cannon 
Enrollment limit: 20 

This course is a survey course focusing on the works of 
Rodgers and Hammerstein and Stephen Sondheim. We 

will briefly examine the history and development of the 
American musical theatre through vaudeville, revue, and 
extravaganza, as well as operetta, minstrelsy, and early 
musicals leading to Showboat. We will also consider the 
American popular song. Rodgers and Hammerstein and 
Sondheim are the 20th-century innovators of the musical: 
R&H established the template for musicals that is still used 
today, and Sondheim – mentored by Hammerstein – built 
on that form and responded to new content, times, and 
multiple collaborators. As there is much material, we will 
focus on two or three productions of each – to be 
determined, but will definitely include Oklahoma and 
Sweeney Todd. 

Instruction will be by lectures, discussion, listening to 
music, watching videos, and responding to handouts. 
Three books are recommended: two written by Sondheim, 
Look I Made a Hat and Finishing the Hat, and a readable 
history of the American musical theatre called Anything 
Goes by Ethan Mordden. Check on bookfinder.com or 
amazon.com for cost and availability. 

This is a repeat of a course offered in Spring 2018. 
For further information, go to cvec.org/Gisselman 

Gary Gisselman’s connection with the 
musical theatre is as a director, notably at 
the Chanhassen Dinner Theatre, Arizona 
Theatre Company, regional and local 
Twin Cities theatres, the U. of M. Opera 
Theatre, and for 18 years at St. Olaf. He 
is primarily interested in what makes the 
musical “American” and in why so many 
love it and why some hate it. 

gisselma@stolaf.edu 

Barbara Evans: An American Architecture – 
Frank Lloyd Wright, Craftsman, and The 
Prairie School 
7 Tuesdays (April 2–May 14), 9:30-11:30 or noon 
Kildahl Park Pointe 
Enrollment limit: 18 

We will first trace the roots of the Arts and Crafts 
Movement from Europe to America. The Roycroft Studios 
and Stickley Craftsman homes then inspire Frank Lloyd 
Wright, who moves from Arts and Crafts to Prairie School 
to Organic Architecture. We will explore how this parallels 
Minnesota’s and Northfield’s development and 
architecture by identifying local buildings and architects of 
these styles. We will study the terminology used to 
describe building features, construction techniques, and 
styles. We will use Northfield: The History and 
Architecture of a Community, published by and available at 
the Northfield Historical Society as our text. 

Class will begin one week after other classes (on April 2) 
and will meet seven times. Thirty minutes will be added to 
sessions 4 – 7, which will be expanded to 2½ hours (9:30 – 
noon), allowing for architectural in-class and walking 
tours, and site visits. These sessions will begin at Kildahl 
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Park Pointe. A few of them will require participants to do 
moderate walking. Participants will provide their own 
transportation to other various sites, as needed. This class 
may duplicate information in several previous classes 
taught about these styles and architects, but condensed and 
combined here. 

For further information, go to cvec.org/Evans 

Barbara Evans taught American 
l i t e r a t u r e , d r a m a , d e b a t e , a n d 
composition in Rochester, Minnesota for 
34 years. She is a graduate of and has 
been a visiting professor at St. Olaf 
C o l l e g e . H e r i n t e r e s t s i n c l u d e 
architecture, travel, photography, and 

renovation of her Craftsman home in Northfield. She is a 
member of the Northfield Heritage Preservation 
Commission. 
barbjevans@aol.com 

Cheryl Freund: Shakespeare’s Hamlet – 
Betrayal and Self-discovery 
8 Tuesdays, 9:30-11:30 
Faribault Senior Living 
Enrollment limit: 12 

How would you feel if you discovered the very people you 
valued most (parents and significant others) violated your 
trust? How would this knowledge impact your identity – 
your sense of self and what you are “to be”? How would 
relationships be impacted? These are just a few of the 
questions considered as we read Shakespeare’s Hamlet.  

Participants will read lines aloud, stopping at critical 
junctures to discuss emerging themes, literary devices, and 
the play’s relevance to our lives. To broaden understanding 
of the themes of betrayal and self-discovery, participants 
will read and react to selected chapters from Andrew 
Solomon’s Far From the Tree, in which Solomon explores 
how families come to grips with the knowledge that their 
offspring/relative is not ordinary. Eric Kandel, winner of a 
Nobel Prize in Physiology, says reading Solomon’s book 
illuminates these issues, and was for him a “mind-opening 
experience.” Prepare to engage, question, think. 

For further information, go to cvec.org/Freund 

Cheryl J. Freund is a retired Faribault 
Public School educator, administrator, 
and adjunct professor at Concordia 
University, St. Paul. Her academic 
interests include rhetoric, literature, 
history, and civics. 
cjfreund@live.com 

Bill Woehrlin: Dostoevsky’s The Brothers 
Karamazov 
8 Tuesdays, 2 sections: 9:30-11:30 and 1:30-3:30 
Village on the Cannon 
Enrollment limit: 20 in each section 

We will read Dostoevsky’s masterpiece, The Brothers 
Karamazov, in its entirety over the term. Background 
information, as well as suggestions and questions for 
critical reading, will be provided by the instructor, but 
active discussion of the book by the entire class will be 
encouraged. The class will use the translation of this 
masterpiece by Richard Pevear and Larissa Volokhonsky, 
which will be available at Content Books in Northfield in 
paperback form for a price of about $16. 

For further information, go to cvec.org/Woehrlin 

Bill Woehrlin was for 31 years a member 
of the Carleton History Department, 
where he taught primarily Russian history, 
with some attention to modern Europe 
more generally. He has offered many 
courses in the Elder Collegium. 

wwoehrli@carleton.edu 

Dana Strand: The Seventh Art – France Goes 
to the Movies 
8 Wednesdays, 9:30-11:30; weekly screenings Mondays at 
1:30 
FiftyNorth 106 
Enrollment limit: 18 

According to the acclaimed Spanish cinematographer 
Nestor Almendros, “the history of French cinema is the 
history of cinema.” Despite the long shadow cast by 
Hollywood, there is a fair amount of evidence to support 
Almendros’s claim. Where, after all, would world cinema 
be today without the early pioneering work of the Lumière 
Brothers and Georges Méliès, the distinctive contributions 
made by Jean Renoir and the French poetic realists of the 
30’s, or the technical innovations of the New Wave 
filmmakers in the 1950’s? In this course we’ll take up 
Almendros’s tantalizing invitation to explore French 
filmmaking over time and across genres, seeking to 
appreciate each work at the intersection of historical 
moment and artistic vision. 

In addition to class time, participants will need to set aside a 
few hours a week for screenings (either via Netflix or 
through scheduled sessions to be held at FiftyNorth 106 on 
Mondays beginning at 1:30. Selected readings will provide 
us with suggestions for approaching each film. 

This is a revised version of a course offered in Spring 2018. 
For further information, go to cvec.org/Strand 
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Dana Strand taught French literature, 
culture, and film at Carleton College 
where she was Andrew W. Mellon 
Professor of French and the Humanities. 
She has published a book on the short 
stories of Colette, edited a volume of 
essays on French Cultural Studies, and 

written a number of articles on French and North African 
literature, art, and culture, as well as essays on films 
directed by (for example) Marcel Pagnol, Claire Denis, 
Laurent Cantet, and Abdellatif Kechiche. 
dstrand@carleton.edu 

Jim McDonnell: The Literature of Northern 
Ireland, 1966-98 
8 Wednesdays, 1:30-3:30 
FiftyNorth 106 
Enrollment limit: 25 

Northern Ireland was constantly in the news between the 
1960s and the 1990s because of the apparently endless 
violence that seemed to be a way of life there. What is 
perhaps less known is that the same period was one of 
remarkable literary activity. The most famous 
representative of this creative period is the Nobel Prize 
winner Seamus Heaney, whose books of poetry often 
became international best-sellers. However, his 
outstanding achievement was by no means an isolated one. 
As Heaney constantly affirms, nobody is an island in 
Ireland, and it takes a creative community to nurture an 
individual talent. Many of his contemporaries are among 
the finest poets, dramatists, and writers of fiction in 
modern English language literature. This course obviously 
cannot do justice to such a diverse achievement, but it will 
attempt to convey a sense of how the fraught conditions of 
Northern Ireland inspired some of its noblest spirits to 
cherish and express the enduring values that human beings 
should live by. 
This is a revised version of courses offered in 2010 and 
Fall 2018. 

For further information, go to cvec.org/McDonnell 

Jim McDonnell ret i red from 
Carleton College in 2007 after 
teaching there for nearly 40 years in 
the English Department. He started 
a s a spec i a l i s t i n Vic to r i an 
literature, but in the last 20 years 
his interests changed to Irish 

literature and Shakespeare. He returns to Ireland 
frequently. 
jmcdonne@carleton.edu 

Robert and Sharon Flaten: Great Decisions 
2019 
8 Thursdays, 9:30-11:30 
Village on the Cannon 
Enrollment limit: 36 

The Cannon Valley Elder Collegium is one of 65 groups 
in Minnesota sponsoring the study of "Great Decisions,” 
a program of the Foreign Policy Association coordinated 
by Global Minnesota. Every year over 9,000 Minnesotans 
study issues selected by the Foreign Policy Association 
as significant for U.S. interests. This year’s issues are: 
Refugees and Global Migration; The Middle East: 
Regional Disorder; Nuclear Negotiations: Back to the 
Future?; The Rise of Populism in Europe; Decoding 
U.S.-China Trade; Cyber Conflicts and Geopolitics; The 
United States and Mexico: Partnership Tested; and State 
of the State Department and Diplomacy. A brief text will 
be available covering each of the topics, in 10 or 12 
pages with bibliography, not required but useful, for 
about $20. Discussions will be led by Ambassador Robert 
Flaten, with key additions by other former diplomats and 
professors. 

For further information, go to cvec.org/Flaten 

Robert Flaten served as the American 
ambassador to Rwanda from 1990 to 
1993. He retired from the Foreign 
Service in 1994 after assignments in 
France, Pakistan, Israel, and the State 
Department in Washington. He is past 
chair of the Executive Committee of the 
Nobel Peace Prize Forum, Ambassador 
in Residence at St. Olaf College, and 
vice-president of the United Nations 

Association of Minnesota. He was recently elected to the 
American Academy of Diplomacy. 
Sharon Flaten was born in Calgary, Alberta, and has 
bachelor’s degrees from Concordia College Nebraska and 
Wayne State University, and an MA in educational 
psychology from Eastern Michigan University. She is 
retired from the Mayo Clinic in Rochester and has 
coordinated Great Decisions discussions in Stillwater and 
in Northfield. 
RAFlaten@gmail.com — cassakr@gmail.com 
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Rhonda Pownell: Local Municipal 
Government 
8 Thursdays, 1:30-3:30 
Village on the Cannon 
Enrollment limit: 25 

Members of this class who may have forgotten what they 
learned in high school civics class can relearn the bit about 
local government by exploring small town government the 
Northfield way in this course. We will look at our history 
and how that is still shaping us today. We will dive into our 
city charter to see how it is guiding our community, hear 
about local government from those directly involved, 
discover what it means to be a lovable city, and find out 
who the League of Minnesota Cities and the League 
Insurance Trust are and how they are shaping cities across 
the state. We will attend a real City Council meeting, go on 
a tour of City Hall, and conclude by conducting our own 
“official” City Council meeting. 

For further information, go to cvec.org/Pownell 

Rhonda Pownell is currently the mayor of 
Northfield and past president of the 
League of Minnesota Cities. Over the past 
10 years as an elected official, she has 
served on multiple local boards and 
commissions as well as being a trustee for 
the League of Minnesota Cities Insurance 
Trust. She and her husband David have 

five children ranging in age from 23 to 13 and have lived in 
Northfield for 29 years. She has a BA in social work from 
St. Olaf College. 
rhondapownell@gmail.com 

Jim Fisher: Sherpas – Now and Then, Here 
and There 
8 Fridays, 9:30-11:30 
FiftyNorth 106 
Enrollment limit: 18 
In the 20th century, Sherpas became famous for their 
mountaineering skills, particularly on Mount Everest; but 
life at high altitudes gives only a very partial and 
superficial impression of Sherpa life. We will explore and 
examine the much deeper character of this culture as it has 
developed and continues to develop over time. We will 
explore how Sherpas have adapted to the changing times, 
examining in particular the impact of tourism and 
transnationalism. We will use the tools of anthropology to 
understand how Sherpas have lived in the Mount Everest 
region for several generations and are now making lives in 
new places, such as Queens, New York. 

For further information, go to cvec.org/Fisher 

Jim Fisher is a retired Carleton 
professor of anthropology. He served in 
the Peace Corps in Nepal and 
subsequently worked with Sir Edmund 
Hillary’s school-building projects there. 
He has lived among, studied, and 
written about Nepali and, more 

particularly, Sherpa people for 50 years. 
jfisher@carleton.edu 

Logan Ledman & Samuel Temple: Athens and 
Eden – The Histories of Faribault and Northfield 
8 Fridays, 3:00-5:00 
Buckham West (formerly Faribault Senior Center) 
Enrollment limit: 20 

“That title you claim for this city: the Athens of the West.” 
On Faribault, Reverend Thomas O’Gorman, 1882 

“You will find yourself in one of the loveliest of countries, 
an embryo Eden.” 

On Northfield, Anonymous, 1852 

In the year 1855, the cities of Faribault and Northfield 
were both platted in the Minnesota Territory. For enigmatic 
part-Dakota trader Alexander Faribault and radical 
abolitionist John North, the namesakes of their respective 
towns, the dreams they built in that year would be put to 
the test. In a journey that spans the 19th century – the exile 
of the Dakota peoples, the heroism of the failed Northfield 
Bank Raid, and how the paths of two towns curved 
alongside Minnesota history – this course will examine 
how suffering, triumph, growth, and love shaped our 
communities. 

For further information, go to cvec.org/Ledman 

Logan Ledman is a board member and 
volunteer at the Northfield Historical 
Society, and a representative on 
Northfield’s Heritage Preservation 
Commission. As part of the SCOPE 
program, he was one of 30 writers to 
contribute to the first comprehensive 
Northfield history book for the general 
audience, Eden on the Cannon. 
Samuel Temple is a lifelong Faribault 
resident and a sixth-generation Rice 
Countian. Recipient of the “Unsung Hero 
of Faribault” award, he is also a two-time 
nominee for Best Actor in Southern 
M i n n e s o t a . L o g a n a n d S a m u e l 
collaborated on the docuseries 1855, 
exploring Faribault’s history. They wrote 
and directed the theatrical adaptation of 

local history, A Celebration of Faribault, which premiered 
in the fall of 2018. Both are high school seniors. 
1855faribault@gmail.com

Richard Noer
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CANNON VALLEY ELDER COLLEGIUM 
Registration Form 

2019 Spring Term Classes 
March 25th – May 17th, 2019 

Complete the form below and bring to FiftyNorth (Northfield Senior Center), or mail to: 
CVEC, FiftyNorth, 1651 Jefferson Parkway, Northfield, MN 55057 

 
Name (A) _______________________________________ 

Name (B) _______________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________ 

City / ZIP ______________________________________ 

Telephone ______________________________________ 

E-mail (A) ______________________________________ 

E-mail (B) ______________________________________ 
    (Email addresses to be used only for CVEC activities) 

 
Registration Process 

 

The formal registration period extends from the publica-
tion of this form until March 4th. Registrations after then 
will be accepted on a space-available basis. 
 

Registrations may be mailed to FiftyNorth or deposited in 
the registration box there. Include course fee (tuition and, 
in some cases, fees for materials), payable to CVEC, or 
check the financial assistance box.  Books, other materi-
als, and travel, when specified for a class, are extra. 
 

All registrations received by 6:00 pm on March 4th will 
be treated as arriving at the same time.  Random selection 
will be used to fill any oversubscribed courses. After 
March 4th, class availability and enrollment numbers will 
be updated periodically at cvec.org and posted at 
FiftyNorth. Confirmation of registration will be sent by 
email or postcard. 
 

If your course is oversubscribed, you will be notified 
promptly by email or phone. If you register by 6:00 pm on 
March 4th and are not admitted to an oversubscribed 
course, you may register for another course or receive a 
refund. You will also be given priority for admission if the 
same course is offered again and you again register for the 
course by 6:00 pm on the final day of that registration 
period. 
 

If you successfully register for a course that fills to the 
class limit and then find that you will not attend, please 
notify the Registration Director promptly so another 
student may take your place. 

For class selection, indicate person A, B, or both. 
_____ Searching for Reality ($50 + $5 packet = $55) 

_____ The American Musical Theatre ($50) 

_____ An American Architecture ($50) 

_____ Shakespeare’s Hamlet ($50 + $5 packet = $55) 

_____ Dostoevsky's The Brothers Karamazov (AM)  
 ($50 + $10 packet = $60) 

_____ Dostoevsky's The Brothers Karamazov (PM)  
 ($50 + $10 packet = $60) 

_____ The Seventh Art – France Goes to the Movies 
 ($50 + $8 packet = $58) 

_____ The Literature of Northern Ireland, 1966-98 ($50) 

_____ Great Decisions 2019 ($50) 

_____ Local Municipal Government ($50 + $10 packet = $60) 

_____ Sherpas – Now and Then, Here and There ($50) 

_____ Athens and Eden ($50) 
 

If persons A & B register for the same course: in case of the course being 
oversubscribed and filled by random selection:  
We should be considered ___ separately or ___ together. 
 
If you received regrets previously for a course for which you are now 
registering, please circle class. 
 
Contact Registration Director if you would like a pocket 
microphone/amplifier/earbud unit to use during class. 
 
Check if you need financial assistance   _____ 
  
Check if this is your first CVEC class    _____ 

Included is a tax-deductible gift of         _____ 
 
Because many volunteer their time, our administrative costs have always 
been minimal. The difference between CVEC’s tuition revenue and total 
cost has been bridged by member contributions and grants.  Those who 
feel able are invited to include a tax-deductible contribution. Actual 
expenses incurred by CVEC per course registration average about 
$65.  
 

Questions concerning registration should be directed to: 
Bill Rizzo, Registration Director 
1651 Jefferson Parkway, Northfield MN 55057 
(602) 369-0997            billrizzo1@gmail.com 

Richard Noer
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From the Director:  Passing the Torch 

This feels a bit premature – after all, I still have almost 5 months to go, and lots of things left to do.  But, as 
things work out, this is my last chance to say good-bye and thank-you to our collective membership.  Last 
spring I announced to the Board my intent to resign at the end of the next (now current) academic year, on 
June 30, after what will be six years as Executive Director.  It’s been the best post-retirement job I could 
imagine, helping to lead an organization that I personally value greatly, working with a dedicated group of 
Board, staff, and volunteers, and getting to know so many engaging and intellectually alive seniors from the 
Cannon Valley and beyond. 

As was announced in the November newsletter, the Board carried out a search for a new Executive Director.  
Thanks go to all who contributed ideas and names.  At the January Board meeting, Chair Dale Talley 
announced the selection committee’s recommended candidate, whom the Board unanimously approved: Carol 
Rutz.  Carol comes to us as a confirmed supporter of life-long learning.  Her own education was spread out 
over 22 years—BA to MA to PhD—interspersed with jobs in psychiatric records, secretarial roles, and 
publications.  After a five-year stint in graduate school, she served as director of the Carleton Writing Program 
from 1997-2017, which included teaching undergraduates as well as ongoing faculty development.  Having 
taken a range of Elder Collegium courses since her 2017 retirement, she approaches the Executive Director 
position “with admiration for the organization and its current leadership”.  I’m confident we’ve found an 
outstanding new leader, and I’m going to enjoy working with her during her coming months of transition. 

 –Rich 


