
Organizational Notices 

 
Announcing a search to fill a major staff position:  

Registration & Finance Director 
 

The Cannon Valley Elder Collegium seeks a person 
to serve as Registration and Finance Director, 
beginning in the spring of 2021.  Duties include 
maintenance of a comprehensive database, 
management of registration and enrollment in courses 
each term, and timely attention to the organization’s 
financial affairs.  The job is a part-time, paid staff 
position suitable for someone with an 
accounting/bookkeeping background, computer 
skills, and appropriate technical equipment.  The 
person hired would work independently at home, 
following existing procedures, with self-scheduled 
hours constrained mainly by the CVEC calendar and 
externally imposed deadlines. 
The position would be appropriate for anyone with 
the relevant skills: a retired person, a parent with 
school-aged children working at home, or any other 
person with the specified background.  No previous 
association with the Elder Collegium is necessary.  
Salary will be commensurate with experience and 
qualifications.  Interviews will be conducted by the 
Executive Director, the current Board Chair, a 
member of the Finance Committee, and the 
Curriculum Director. 
See the full job description at cvec.org/r-fDir for 
details on how to apply. 

 
 

Please help us by sharing the above information with any 
friends or acquaintances you think might possibly be 
interested.  
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                          CVEC Class Schedule——Winter, 2021 
For Lifelong Learning 

The Questing Intellect Never Retires 
January 4 – February 26, 2021 

(Registration processing begins November 21st, 2020) 
 
 
Title of Class                                                                                                  Instructor  
    Time of Class                                                                                                                       Location 
 Thomas Hardy—Novelist and Poet                 Dan Van Tassel 
   Monday 9:30-11:30 AM                            Zoom     
     
Four by Ursula LeGuin                    Richard Bodman 
   Tuesday 9:30-11:30 AM             Zoom 
 
Color Vision: Psychology, Physics, Neuroscience, Philosophy…    Jim Rafferty   
   Tuesday 1:30-3:30 PM                 Zoom 
 
“Only Connect”—Two Novels by E.M. Forster and Their Film Versions   Andrea Een 
   Wednesday 9:30-11:30 AM                 Zoom 
 
Timing in Nature             Carol Trosset 
   Wednesday 1:30-3:30 PM                                                            Zoom 
 
Connecting with Young People Across Generations                             Kathy Sandberg & Deb Scheil 
   Thursday 9:30-11:30 AM                    Zoom 
                     
The Enigma of Health                                                                                                           Pat Johnson  
   Thursday 1:30-3:30 PM                                                                                                                                           Zoom   
 
The Novels of Marilynne Robinson         John Barbour 
   Friday 9:30-11:30 AM                                                     Zoom 
 
The Philosophy of Plato                               Perry Mason 
   Friday 1:30-3:30 PM                                Zoom 
        
 
 
                                                                                                           Our Purpose: 

                   To provide a content-oriented study experience for elder students with senior faculty. 
 

Our Program: 
• CVEC focuses on a desire for life-long learning 
• The courses of study are selected to provide rich 

academic experiences in the liberal arts 
• Most of these courses are informal, with learners 

actively participating in discussion. 
• CVEC welcomes younger registrants (under 50) on a 

seat-available basis 
• Previous formal education is not a requirement 

 

Our Policies: 
• Class size is generally limited to 15 
• Most classes will meet 8 times, once/week 
• Classes are 2 hours/session 
• Financial assistance is available for registrants who 

cannot afford the fee 
• Students may withdraw from a course before the 2nd 

class meeting and request a refund 
 
 
 
 



Course Descriptions, Winter 2021 

All courses will take place online; see details on 
page 6. 

Further information on most courses, including 
weekly schedule and recommended books, can be 
found online as indicated at the end of each 
description.  

Dan Van Tassel: Thomas Hardy — Novelist 
and Poet 
8 Mondays (Jan. 4 – Feb. 22), 9:30-11:30  
Enrollment limit: 15 
It will be our pleasure to read and discuss two of Hardy’s 
great novels, Tess of the D’Urbervilles and Jude the 
Obscure. The title characters encounter various strains of 
Christianity and counterfeit Christianity in a quest to 
define true morality, which for Hardy is synonymous with 
charity. Here the author’s descriptive and visionary powers 
are at their height and tug at our imagination and soul. 
We’ll witness the evocative Wessex landscapes replete 
with wildlife, dairy farms and fields, country churches, 
haunting legendary artifacts and architecture, and the 
glorified city of Christminster; the rhythm of passing 
seasons and the transitioning of folk from venerable old 
ways and traditions into the vicissitudes of the modern 
world; and characters playing out absorbing storylines 
tracing their fateful destinies. We’ll also get acquainted 
with a sampling of Hardy’s poetry, in which he poignantly 
and artfully registers regret at the loss of peace or love or 
faith.  

For further information, go to cvec.org/Van Tassel 
Dan Van Tassel graduated from St. 
Olaf College, earned graduate degrees 
from the University of Iowa, and 
taught at Concordia College, Pacific 
Lutheran University, Muskingum 
College, and Cal State San Marcos. 
Previous CVEC courses offered 
include Humor, Poetry 101, The 
British Isles, Sonnets and Soliloquies, 
and American Nature Writers. 

drvantassel2@gmail.com 

Richard Bodman: Four by Ursula LeGuin 

8 Tuesdays (Jan. 5 – Feb. 23), 9:30-11:30 
Enrollment limit: 15 
Over her prolific career, Ursula Le Guin (1929-2018) 
elevated both fantasy and science fiction to high literary 
art, winning many Hugo and Nebula Awards and the 2014 
National Book Award. Scifi was for thought-experiments: 
Could a society thrive without sex roles, without a constant 
sexual drive? Could a society function without the 

institution of the state? Fantasy was for retracing the 
journey of the self, from immaturity to full selfhood, in 
epic form. If you’re interested in dragons and Taoism, 
marriage, mind-speech, and literary imagery, please join in 
reading four novels this winter: A Wizard of Earthsea 
[1968], The Left Hand of Darkness [1969], The 
Dispossessed [1974], and Lavinia [2008]. We will also 
read selections from her essays and poems. 

For further information go to cvec.org/Bodman 
Richard Bodman is a retired 
professor of Asian Studies and 
Chinese from St. Olaf College 
who has taught Elder Collegium 
courses on China, Afghanistan, 
and fantasy and science fiction 
since 1995. 

bodmanr317@aol.com 

Jim Rafferty: Color Vision: Psychology, 
Physics, Neuroscience, Philosophy … 

8 Tuesdays (Jan. 5 – Feb. 23), 1:30-3:30 
Enrollment limit: 15 

Perceiving colors is something that we take as a given. 
Color is an integral part of the world in which we live; it 
provides beauty, stimulates our imagination, gives 
information, and much more. Yet, perceiving colors is 
neither simple nor straightforward. We will examine the 
characteristics of our world that provide the stimuli that 
result in our perception of colors; this is the external 
information that is available to us. Our visual system 
processes some of that information; our physiology 
determines how that external information is transformed 
into internal information. The internal information is 
represented very differently from the external information; 
that internal information generates a construction of 
reality. We will also examine this process in other 
organisms, real and hypothetical. My goal will be to help 
you understand how color vision occurs but also to think 
critically about how perception must operate in any system 
that functions in the world. 

The only required readings will be provided by email. 

For further information, go to cvec.org/Rafferty 

Jim Rafferty taught psychology for 
39 years at Bemidji State University, 
a f t e r e a r n i n g h i s P h . D . i n 
mathematical psychology at UCLA. 
He taught a wide variety of courses, 
but his strongest interests were 
p e r c e p t i o n , c o g n i t i o n , a n d 
neuroscience. This will be the first 
course he has taught in CVEC. 

cejmraff@gmail.com 
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Andrea Een: “Only Connect”—Two Novels by 
E.M. Forster and Their Film Versions 

8 Wednesdays (Jan. 6 – Feb.24), 9:30-11:30 
Enrollment limit: 15 
E.M. Forster (1879-1970) is one of the most celebrated 
British writers. We will read two of his finest novels, 
Howards End from 1908 and A Passage to India from 
1924. Then we will discuss the excellent films made from 
these novels, the first (1992) by Merchant-Ivory and the 
second (1984) by David Lean. We will consider what is 
gained and lost by these film adaptations.  
Both novels deal with the British class system and the 
conflict of genders in a male-dominated world. They differ 
in that HE shows an Edwardian England that is fast 
industrializing and thereby losing its connection to the 
countryside and its rich cultural past. PTI is a study of one 
of the last decades of British rule in India and the great 
gulf between oppressive colonial Brits and their Muslim 
and Hindu subjects. Mores and cultural attitudes clash 
regarding religion, purdah, and proper etiquette that leads 
to comic as well as tragic results. 

For further information, go to cvec.org/Een. 
Andrea Een taught music for 40 
years, the last 35 at St. Olaf College. 
In addition, she performed with the 
Minnesota Opera Orchestra for 27 
years and was a frequent chamber 
music player and solo player on 
violin, viola, and the Norwegian 
Hardanger fiddle. E.M. Forster is her 
favorite early 20th century novelist. 

een@stolaf.edu 

Carol Trosset: Timing in Nature 

8 Wednesdays (Jan. 6 – Feb.24), 1:30-3:30 
Enrollment limit: 15 
Phenology is the study of when things happen in nature, 
such as the migration of birds and the blooming of 
wildflowers. The timing of many of these events is being 
affected by climate change. Data collected by amateur 
“citizen scientists” have made important contributions to 
this field. 
This course is intended for nonscientists. No prior 
knowledge is assumed about phenology, nature study, or 
how to read scientific research papers. 
Each week we will focus on a different group of animals or 
plants, using three approaches: (1) reading and discussing 
short articles, provided by email as pdf files and mostly 
focused on northern North America, (2) working with on-
line photographs and other resources to practice the skills 
needed to observe these species, and (3) examining web 
sites hosting related citizen science projects. Perhaps you 
will find one you want to participate in come spring! 

For further information, go to cvec.org/Trosset 

Carol Trosset has a master’s 
degree in biology and is a 
Minnesota Master Naturalist 
Instructor. She began studying 
natural history as a child in 
s o u t h w e s t e r n O h i o a n d 
t h r o u g h o u t h e r l i f e h a s 
developed these interests and 
skills through nature activity 
groups, short courses, volunteer 
work, and travel. 

caroltrosset@gmail.com 

Kathy Sandberg & Deb Scheil: Connecting 
with Young People Across Generations  

8 Thursdays (Jan. 7 – Feb. 25), 9:30-11:30  
Enrollment limit: 15 
The gap between generations is about more than the 
number of years between them. It is about the rapid pace 
of change in the world and the influence of society, 
technology, and environment. This interactive course will 
ground participants in their own growing-up experiences 
and explore the realities of young people today. 
Participants will also explore the nature of relationships 
between generations. Using a combination of research 
data, personal experiences, local resources, and academic 
sources, the course will explore the gap that may exist 
between generations through the lenses of social 
interactions, technology, human evidence-based strategies, 
will assist participants in enriching their relationships with 
the young people in their lives.  

For further information, go to cvec.org/Sandberg 
Kathy Sandberg has been a 
teacher, worked with people in 
alcohol and other drug use 
services, and most recently served 
as the coordinator for the Rice 
C o u n t y F a m i l y S e r v i c e s 
Collaborative. One of Kathy’s 
favorite activities is spending time 
with her own grandchildren, ages 
10, 13, and 16. 

ksandberg315@outlook.com 
Deb Scheil spent most of her 39-
year teaching career in the 
i n t e r m e d i a t e g r a d e s i n t h e 
traditional and charter school 
settings. Staying connected to youth 
is important to Deb and motivates 
her to continue volunteering in the 
schools. She also enjoys spending 
time and learning with her own 
grandchildren, ages 1 to 10. 

scheil@hickorytech.net
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Pat Johnson: The Enigma of Health 

8 Thursdays (Jan. 7 – Feb. 25), 1:30-3:30 
Enrollment limit: 15 
Health is puzzling and inexplicable. Health speaks in 
riddles and is full of hidden meaning. Health is a condition 
of hidden harmony. It is only when there is a disturbance 
that we reflect on health and are drawn to address 
questions about our human condition and it limits. We will 
explore some of these experiences, especially illness 
(including the COVID-19 pandemic) and death, and ask 
how they move us to understand and accept our finitude. 
We will also ask how these limit situations show us the 
possibilities of living together in active and rewarding 
engagement with everyday activities. 
The Enigma of Health, by Hans-Georg Gadamer (Stanford 
UP, 1996), available in hardback and paperback editions, is 
the primary text. Summaries of the assigned chapters and 
additional readings will be made available. Participants 
will also be asked to prepare reflections on the questions 
set out for each week. The course will encourage 
discussion. 

For further information, go to cvec.org/Johnson 

Pat Johnson has a Ph.D. in philosophy 
from the University of Toronto. She was 
a faculty member in the Department of 
Philosophy at the University of Dayton 
for 35 years. She is currently professor 
emerita and distinguished service 
professor. 

pjohnson2@udayton.edu 

John Barbour: The Novels of Marilynne 
Robinson 

8 Fridays(Jan. 8 – Feb. 26), 9:30-11:30 
Enrollment limit: 15 

Marilynne Robinson’s series of novels set in the fictional 
town of Gilead, Iowa, during the 1950s has received 
widespread acclaim. This course involves close reading 
and discussion of the first three: Gilead, Home, and Lila. A 
fourth novel, Jack, was published in September 2020. We 
will also read several essays by Robinson that illuminate 
her fiction. The class will discuss Robinson’s literary 
techniques involv ing p lo t , se t t ing , d ia logue , 
characterization, and the narrator’s voice and point of 
view. Among the rich themes we will discuss: the 

meanings of home, family conflicts and love, race in 
American history, moral guilt and responsibility, marriage, 
and small towns. The Gilead novels explore profound 
religious ideas such as forgiveness, faith, suffering, the 
role of a minister, visions and conversions, and the 
meanings of biblical passages and symbols. Robinson 
portrays how Christian believers and doubters search for 
truth, relationship, and a good life. 

For further information, go to cvec.org/Barbour 

John Barbour was a professor of 
religion at St. Olaf College for 36 
years until his retirement in 2018. His 
academic field is religion and 
literature, focusing on the modern 
novel and religious autobiography 
from Augustine to the present. He has 
written four scholarly books and 
Renunciation: A Novel. 

barbourj@stolaf.edu 

Perry Mason: The Philosophy of Plato 

8 Fridays (Jan. 8 – Feb. 26), 1:30-3:30 
Enrollment limit: 15 
Plato is well known as the successor to Socrates and the 
teacher of Aristotle, as the middle figure in that Grand 
Trinity of ancient Greek philosophy. While Socrates 
remained content to say ironically that the only thing he 
knew was that he didn’t know anything else, Plato used 
Socrates’ dialectical method of reasoning to try to answer 
the full range of philosophical questions that had 
fascinated Greek thinkers for two centuries. By the time he 
died, Plato had developed a systematic intellectual view of 
the world and our place in it that stands yet today as a 
major philosophical archetype. The fullest single account 
that we have of his comprehensive philosophical position 
is his dialogue, Republic, which runs to well over 300 
pages in standard editions. We will read and discuss 
roughly two-thirds of Republic. This is an online version 
of a course previously taught in the classroom. 

For further information, go to cvec.org/Mason 
Perry Mason taught philosophy at 
Carleton for over 30 years, including an 
annual course on ancient Greek 
philosophy. He has taught several 
CVEC courses and currently serves as 
the program’s Curriculum Director. 

pmason@carleton.edu
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What is needed to be a student in our online courses 

If you want to join one of our Winter term courses, here’s what you’ll need in the way of equipment: 
▪ a reliable internet connection, including an email account 
▪ a computer with a relatively large screen 

 A tablet or smartphone will work, but the screen may be so small that you’ll have difficulty in 
seeing the other class members’ faces and the instructor’s slides. 

▪ a computer video camera, either internal to the computer or an externally mounted webcam 
▪ a microphone, usually internal to the computer, to a webcam, or to earbuds 
▪ a good speaker, either internal to the computer, or connected externally via plug-in or Bluetooth, 

or a pair of earbuds 
▪ a reasonably quiet room in which to connect to the class meetings 
▪ for some classes, a printer for printing comments, brief files, etc., emailed by the instructor (since 

such material cannot be distributed in person). 

For our classes, we’ll be using Zoom, a free (for students) video conferencing tool. Once you are 
accepted into a class, your instructor will send an email about how to join a Zoom session, and will 
arrange a session before the first class in which you can learn the basics of using Zoom (or check your 
knowledge if you’ve already used it).  

5

Do you want to teach an online CVEC course?

With the COVID-19 pandemic still forcing conditions on us that rule out our having in-person classes, we 
are eager to hear from anyone who has in mind a potential course to teach and who is willing to consider 
offering it online using the videoconferencing app Zoom. Prudence suggests our thinking in these terms for 
at least the upcoming spring and fall terms, so we would welcome any proposals or suggestions for 
instructors and/or courses. Please forward your interest in this matter to the Curriculum Director, Perry 
Mason, at pmason@carleton.edu. Thank you.  

mailto:pmason@carleton.edu
mailto:pmason@carleton.edu
Richard Noer
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CANNON VALLEY ELDER COLLEGIUM 
Registration Form 

2021 Winter Term Classes 
January 4th – February 26th, 2021 

Complete the form below and bring to FiftyNorth, or mail to: 
CVEC, FiftyNorth, 1651 Jefferson Parkway, Northfield, MN 55057 

 
Name (A) _______________________________________ 

Name (B) _______________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________ 

City / ZIP ______________________________________ 

Telephone ______________________________________ 

E-mail (A) ______________________________________ 

E-mail (B) ______________________________________ 
    (Email addresses to be used only for CVEC activities) 

 
 

Registration Process 
 
The formal registration period extends from the publication of 
this form until December 14th. Registrations after then will be 
accepted on a space-available basis. 
 
Registrations may be mailed to FiftyNorth or deposited in the 
registration box there. Include course fee (tuition and, in some 
cases, fees for materials), payable to CVEC, or check the financial 
assistance box.  Books, other materials, and travel, when specified 
for a class, are extra. 
 
All registrations received by 6:00 pm on December 14th will be 
treated as arriving at the same time.  Random selection will be used 
to fill any oversubscribed courses. After December 14th, class 
availability and enrollment numbers will be updated periodically at 
cvec.org and posted at FiftyNorth. Confirmation of registration will 
be sent by email no later than December 18th.  
 
If your course is oversubscribed, you will be notified by December 
15th via email. If you register by 6:00 pm on December 14th and 
are not admitted to an oversubscribed course, you may register for 
another course or receive a refund. When one or more courses are 
oversubscribed, students are normally admitted to each in the 
following order (using random selection when necessary): 

(1) all students who registered for a previous offering of the same 
course but were not then admitted by random selection; 

(2) students registering for their first CVEC course, as long as they 
fill less than half of the places in that course; 

(3) other registrants, except that normally no student will be 
admitted to more than one oversubscribed course. 

 
For class selection, indicate person A, B, or both. 
_____ Thomas Hardy—Novelist and Poet  

            ($50 or $58 with optional $8 packet fee) 

_____ Four by Ursula LeGuin ($50) 

_____ Color Vision: Psychology, Physics, Neuroscience, 

           Philosophy… ($50)       

_____“Only Connect”—Two Novels by E.M. Forster and  

           Their Film Versions ($50)            

_____ Timing in Nature ($50) 

_____ Connecting with Young People Across Generations ($50)                              

_____ The Enigma of Health ($50) 

_____ The Novels of Marilynne Robinson ($50) 

_____ The Philosophy of Plato ($50) 

 

If persons A & B register for the same course: in case of the course 
being oversubscribed and filled by random selection:  
We should be considered ____separately or ____together. 
 
If you received regrets previously for a course for which you are now 
registering, please circle course above. 
 
Check if you need financial assistance   _____ 
  
Check if this is your first CVEC class    _____ 

Check if you do not want address, phone #, and  
email shared with your class on class lists   _____ 
 
Included is a tax-deductible gift of   ______ 
 
Because many volunteer their time, our administrative costs have 
always been minimal. The difference between CVEC’s tuition revenue 
and total cost has been bridged by member contributions and grants.  
Those who feel able are invited to include a tax-deductible 
contribution. Actual expenses incurred by CVEC per course 
registration average about $65.  
 
Questions concerning registration should be directed to: 

Bill Rizzo, Registration Director  
1651 Jefferson Parkway, Northfield MN 55057 
(602) 369-0997            brizzo@cvec.org  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From the Director:  Thanks, a successful Remote Learning term, and a Policy change  
  
First, I owe thanks to the Board and Staff of the Elder Collegium for granting me a medical leave last 

summer, when it became clear that one hip replacement operation was insufficient for proper healing. I 

returned to duty October 1 with renewed energy and deep gratitude to all, especially Rich Noer, who 

stepped in so cheerfully and effectively. 

 

Those who enrolled in our first term of remote learning have reported anecdotally that the virtual 

environment is indeed an effective method of delivery. We look forward to formal course evaluations for 

more details. Perry Mason, Curriculum Director, and other experienced instructors banded together to 

teach themselves and others new moves to enhance discussion as well as presentation of visuals. Kudos! 

 

Finally, one result of a new teaching environment has been a possibility of recording class sessions, 

often to accommodate absentees. The Board considered this practice in light of privacy and copyright 

regulations and voted to prohibit recording at this time. The possibility of inhibiting discussion or 

exposing student privacy combined with concerns about fair use of copyright informed this decision. 

 

~Carol 
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